
Essential Activity: Grades 6-8+

What’s In The Soil besides Rock, Sand and Silt?

Watch!
This activity allows for exploration of soils in untouched or rarely disturbed areas. 
Woodlands, marshes and meadows are filled with life we don’t ever see. Perhaps 
you will discover some of these features in a “soil brownie”. Watch a very short 
video (3 minutes) of soil microfilia, etc. about some of these essential but mostly 
invisible organisms that are essential to plants.

Experiment!
Download the Soil Brownie PDF.

Your task is to find a place in a wooded area or where it is boggy (marshy) where 
humans don’t disturb the soil. Using a magnifying glass or cellphone to magnify 
your sample, look to see if you find any living bugs, worms or other critters, or 
any sign of fungi, or things that don’t look like plants, growing in the soil.

Write down your observations and share them with your family. You can share 
them with us, too!

Discuss!
How do you think this activity, and what you learned from your soil activity, relate 
to one of the quotations, query or bible passage (see page 2)?

Learn More!

If you’re interested in learning a bit more about the carbon cycle, you might like 
the following short video, The Soil Story, created by Kiss the Ground. The Soil 
Story is narrated by Pashon Murray, the founder of the formidable nonprofit, 
Detroit Dirt. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-dhdUoK7s2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-dhdUoK7s2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nvAoZ14cP7Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nvAoZ14cP7Q


Matthew 13:1-9

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great 
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the 
whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in parables, 
saying: “Listen! listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed,some seeds fell 
on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky 
ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since 
they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since 
they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the 
thorns grew up  and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth 
grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!”

Query

Do we intentionally explore and live our conviction that there is that of God in all 
creation? – Query from BYM Faith and Practice

Quotes

The produce of the earth is a gift from our gracious creator to the inhabitants, and 
to impoverish the earth now to support outward greatness appears to be an injury 
to the succeeding age. – John Woolman, c. 1760

All things are bound together. All things connect. Whatever befalls the earth, 
befalls also the children of the earth. – Oren Lyons, Onondaga Nation
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